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PROPOSAL FOR A NEW WORK ITEM

	Date of presentation of proposal: 
2009-03-21
	Proposer: 
DIN 

	Secretariat: 
AFNOR (France)
	ISO/IEC JTC 1/SC 35 N1382
 


To be concurrently submitted to the secretariat of  the ISO/IEC JTC1 with a copy to the ISO Central Secretariat.

	Title  
ISO/IEC 9995, Keyboard layouts for text and office systems – Part 9: Multilingual-usage, multiscript keyboard group layouts (fr : Technologies de l'information — Disposition des claviers conçus pour la bureautique — Partie 9 : Disposition de groupes de clavier multi-écriture à usage multilingue)

	Scope :

To define different groups of keyboards supporting languages beyond the Latin script which use characters that are included the Universal character set (ISO/IEC 10646), regardless of the actual coding used. 

	Purpose and justification – 

Currently, ISO/IEC standards exist to encode and process characters of most of the writing systems of the world used by a multitude of languages. In particular ISO/IEC 10646 encodes these characters and ISO/IEC 14651 allows to compare strings of these characters to allow ordering data fields in the way that users expect it in their life.
However entering these characters require the use of national keyboards that are limited to one or two languages, and entering those characters remain difficult in other countries.

ISO/IEC 9995 part 3 currently allows to enter characters of about 40 or 50 languages that use the Latin script, but no international effort of standardization has been made at this point to go beyond the Latin script for entering characters.

This project has the ambition of crossing this frontier and standardize keyboard groups for international use.



	Programme of work 

If the proposed new work item is approved , a new part 9 of existing ISO/IEC 9995 is intended to be developed initially. Currently ISO/IEC 9995 has 7 parts numbered 1 to 5, 7 and 8 (part 6 has been cancelled and integrated into part 5 already).

	Relevant documents to be considered

ISO/IEC 6937 – Character set

ISO/IEC 8859  all parts – Character sets

ISO/IEC  TR 15440 – Future keyboards

ISO/IEC 9995 – Information technology – Keyboard layouts for text and office systems 

ISO/IEC 10646 -- Information technology – Universal Multiple-Octet Coded Character Set

ISO/IEC 14541 – Information Technology – International string ordering and comparison -- Method for comparing character strings and description of the common template tailorable ordering

ISO/IEC TR 11017 – Information technology – Framework for Internationalization

ISO/IEC TR 14652 – Information technology – Specification method for cultural conventions

ISO/IEC 14755 – Information Technology – Input methods to enter characters from the repertoire of ISO/IEC 10646 with a keyboard or other input device
ISO/IEC 15897 -- Information technology – Procedures for registration of cultural elements 

ISO/IEC TR 19764 – Information technology – Guidelines, methodology and reference criteria for cultural and linguistic adaptability in information technology products
ISO/IEC 24757 – Information technology – Keyboard interaction model – Machine-readable keyboard description
ISO/IEC JTC1/SC35 N1381 Preparatory work done prior to the NP proposal on 9995-9

	Co-operation and liaison  No co-operation with other bodies is initially envisaged.

	Preparatory work offered with target date(s)  Current targets: CD registration and ballot 2009-09, FCD ballot 2010-04. 
Alain LaBONTÉ (Canada), Karl PENTZLIN (Germany) and Keld Jørn SIMONSEN (Sweden) are being proposed by DIN and are volunteering to serve as project co-editors.

	Signature:     Martin UHLHERR, DIN

	Will the service of a maintenance agency or registration authority be required? No. 

Are there any known requirements for coding? Not now, but indirectly, in the future, some characters which would potentially be needed for keyboard entry but which are not encoded yet in the Universal Character Set (ISO/IEC 10646) could be proposed to JTC1/SC2 for encoding before being integrated into a group.
Are there any known requirements for cultural and linguistic adaptability? Yes. This project directly involves cultural and linguistic adaptability.

Does the proposed IS concern known patented items? Not to the proposers' knowledge.


Comments and recommendations of the JTC 1 Secretariat - attach a separate page as an annex, if necessary

	Comments with respect to the proposal in general, and recommendations thereon: 
It is proposed to assign this new item to JTC 1/SC 35/WG 1


	Date of circulation: 

	Closing date for voting: 

	Signature of JTC 1 Secretary: 




	NEW WORK ITEM PROPOSAL – PROJECT ACCEPTANCE CRITERIA
	 
	 

	Criterion
	Validity
	Explanation

	A Business Requirement
	 
	 

	A.1 Market Requirement
	Essential ____
Desirable _X_
Supportive ___
	[see Scope] 



	A.2 Regulatory Context
	Essential ___
Desirable ___
Supportive ___
Not Relevant _X_
	

	B. Related Work
	 
	 

	B.1 Completion/Maintenance of current standards
	Yes _X_
No_
	 

	B.2 Commitment to other organisation
	Yes ___
No_X_
	

	B.3 Other Source of standards
	Yes _X_
No___
	ISO/IEC 9995-3 is incomplete to support languages of the world and ISO/IEC 14755 is a rough way to accomplish what is intended, and its user-friendliness needs to be extended; national standards also exist that could be considered for integration.

	C. Technical Status
	 
	 

	C.1 Mature Technology
	Yes _X_
No___
	The group selection technology exists in a limited way, implemented in current large-scale-availability products; beyond two groups it needs to mature more and this proposed standardization intends to help in this maturation.

	C.2 Prospective Technology
	Yes _X_
No___
	

	C.3 Models/Tools
	Yes _X__
No___
	 

	D. Conformity Assessment and Interoperability 
	 
	 

	D.1 Conformity Assessment
	Yes ___
No_X__
	

	D.2 Interoperability
	Yes _X__
No___
	

	E. Cultural and Linguistic Adaptability
	Yes _X__
No___
	This is aimed primarily for the description of keyboards for multilingual usage  and for intercultural usage



Notes to Proforma

A. Business Relevance. That which identifies market place relevance in terms of what problem is being solved and or need being addressed.

A.1. Market Requirement. When submitting a NP, the proposer shall identify the nature of the Market Requirement, assessing the extent to which it is essential, desirable or merely supportive of some other project. 

A.2 Technical Regulation. If a Regulatory requirement is deemed to exist - e.g. for an area of public concern e.g. Information Security, Data protection, potentially leading to regulatory/public interest action based on the use of this IS - the proposer shall identify this here.

B. Related Work. Aspects of the relationship of this NP to other areas of standardization work shall be identified in this section.

B.1 Competition/Maintenance. If this NP is concerned with completing or maintaining existing standards, those concerned shall be identified here.

B.2 External Commitment. Groups, bodies, or fora external to JTC1 to which a commitment has been made by JTC for cooperation and or collaboration on this NP shall be identified here.

B.3 External Std/Specification. If other activities creating standards or specifications in this topic area are known to exist or be planned, and which might be available to JTC1 as PAS, they shall be identified here.

C. Technical Status. The proposer shall indicate here an assessment of the extent to which the proposed IS is supported by current technology.

C.1 Mature Technology. Indicate here the extent to which the technology is reasonably stable and ripe for standardization.

C.2 Prospective Technology. If the NP is anticipatory in nature based on expected or forecasted need, this shall be indicated here.

C.3 Models/Tools. If the NP relates to the creation of supportive reference models or tools, this shall be indicated here.

D. Any other aspects of background information justifying this NP shall be indicated here. 

D. Conformity Assessment and Interoperability

D.1 Indicate here if Conformity Assessment is relevant to your project. If so, indicate how it is addressed in your project plan. 

D.2 Indicate here if Interoperability is relevant to your project. If so, indicate how it is addressed in your project plan.


