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(YHQ WKRXJK WKH FXUUHQW 2&5�% VWDQGDUG VWDWHV WKDW (&0$ DQG 1%6 �QRZ FDOOHG 1,67� WKH

86 1DWLRQDO ,QVWLWXWH RI 6FLHQFH DQG 7HFKQRORJ\� DUH VRXUFHV RI WKH 2&5�% UHIHUHQFH

PDWHULDOV� ERWK RUJDQL]DWLRQV KDYH VWDWHG WKDW WKH\ DUH QR ORQJHU GLVWULEXWLQJ WKH 2&5�%

UHIHUHQFH PDWHULDOV� :LWKRXW SXEOLF DFFHVV WR WKH UHIHUHQFH PDWHULDOV� WKH 2&5�% VWDQGDUG LV

HVVHQWLDOO\ XVHOHVV� 6LQFH 2&5�% LV D UHTXLUHPHQW IRU SDVVSRUWV� ,62 QHHGV WR GHFLGH ZKDW WR

GR DERXW 2&5�% UHIHUHQFH PDWHULDOV DQG XSGDWH WKH VWDQGDUG WR UHIOHFW WKH GHFLVLRQV� 6RPH

LVVXHV DUH�

�� $UH WKH 2&5�% UHIHUHQFH GUDZLQJV VWLOO UHTXLUHG RU DUH EHWWHU DOWHUQDWLYHV DYDLODEOH IRU

2&5�% UHIHUHQFH PDWHULDOV"

�� &DQ ,62 REWDLQ D QHZ YROXQWHHU RUJDQL]DWLRQ WR GLVWULEXWH WKH FXUUHQW UHIHUHQFH GUDZLQJV"

�� :KDW LV UHTXLUHG WR FUHDWH DQG GLVWULEXWH DOWHUQDWLYH UHIHUHQFH PDWHULDOV"

0U� .DUO /DUVVRQ� WKH HGLWRU RI WKH 2&5�% UHYLVLRQ� KDG DVNHG PH WR YHULI\ WKDW WKH 86 1%6

ZDV VWLOO GLVWULEXWLQJ WKH 2&5�% UHIHUHQFH PDWHULDOV DV LQGLFDWHG LQ WKH VWDQGDUG� $QQH[ $

FRQWDLQV DQ HOHFWURQLF PDLO GRFXPHQW IURP 0U� 0LFKDHO +RJDQ RI 1,67� 0U� +RJDQ VWDWHV

WKDW 1,67 LV QR ORQJHU GLVWULEXWLQJ WKHVH UHIHUHQFH GUDZLQJV EXW ZRXOG EH ZLOOLQJ WR VHQG LWV

UHPDLQLQJ FRSLHV WR DQ RUJDQL]DWLRQ GHVLJQDWHG E\ ,62�

,Q DGGLWLRQ� , DOVR FRQWDFWHG (&0$ WR GHWHUPLQH LI (&0$ ZHUH VWLOO GLVWULEXWLQJ WKH 2&5�%

UHIHUHQFH PDWHULDOV� $QQH[ % KDV DQ HOHFWURQLF PDLO GRFXPHQW IURP 0U� -DQ YDQ GHQ %HOG RI

(&0$� 0U� YDQ GHQ %HOG LQGLFDWHG WKDW (&0$ LV QR ORQJHU DEOH WR GLVWULEXWH FRSLHV RI WKH

2&5�% UHIHUHQFH GUDZLQJV DQG DVNV WKDW ,62 DVVLJQ D QHZ RUJDQL]DWLRQ WR GLVWULEXWH WKH

PDWHULDOV�

%HFDXVH ,62 QR ORQJHU KDV D VRXUFH IRU WKH 2&5�% UHIHUHQFH GUDZLQJV� LW DSSHDUV WKDW ,62

QHHGV WR PDNH GHFLVLRQV RI ZKDW WR GR DERXW WKH 2&5�% UHIHUHQFH PDWHULDOV DQG UHIOHFW WKLV

GHFLVLRQ LQ D UHYLVLRQ RI WKH 2&5�% VWDQGDUG�

Title : Distribution of ISO 1073-2, OCR-B reference drawings
Source: Edwin Hart (USA)
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Action: For SC 2 consideration and action
Distribution : ISO/IEC JTC 1/SC 2 and SC 2/WG 3
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$QQH[ $� (OHFWURQLF 0DLO IURP 1,67

To: “Hart, Edwin F.”
From: Mike Hogan
Subject: Re: OCR-B Drawings
Cc: Shirley Radack , Mike McCabe, Kate McMillan

Dear Ed,

I have checked on the status of the NIST (NBS) Standard Reference Materials
(SRMs) for the OCR-B characters.  NIST has withdrawn these SRMs.  However, we
still have some sets of some of these reference drawings.  I have a paper copy of the
old NBS SRM certificate and can send you one if you wish.  I believe we have our
master drawings as well.  I and Mike McCabe were scheduled to do an inventory
today of what we still have but Mike McCabe is now hospitalized and any further
checking will have to wait.

Some further information which may assist you is:  our master drawings are derived
from the ECMA master drawings; our reference drawings are for the constant
strokewidth fonts (not the letterpress fonts); and our drawings are photographic
reproductions (silver halide film emulsions on a polyester base) and should inherently
have a long shelf-life even though they are now about twenty years old.

If, after checking with ECMA, you determine that no one is still offering OCR-B
reference drawings and ISO/IEC JTC 1 SC 2 would like to remedy this, it should be
possible for NIST to transfer its reference drawings to someone designated by SC 2,
if this would help.  If SC 2 decides upon an alternative approach, NIST will probably
decide to dispose of our remaining OCR-B material which is still around only by
chance.

Please let me know what SC 2 finds out from ECMA .

Also, you may want to copy X3A1 on all of this since I believe ANSI X3.49 (OCR-B)
is still on the books.  If so, is it clear who has the U.S. TAG assignment for ISO 1073-
2?

Good Luck,
Mike Hogan

At 02:16 PM 8/20/96 -0400, you wrote:

>Dear Mike,
>
>ISO/IEC JTC 1/SC 2/WG 3 is in the process of revising OCR-B (ISO 1073-2).
> After the SC 2/WG 2 meeting in Quebec, the editor asked me to verify
>information about NIST being the source of reference material for OCR-B.
>
>The section 14.3 references ECMA and National Institute of Science and
>Technology [it actually references your old NBS name.] as a source of  the
>reference drawings.
>
>1.  Does NIST still sell these?
>2.  If so, will NIST continue to sell them?
>3.  If not, from whom may someone obtain this material?
>4.  What is the address of the organization selling the material?
>
>Thanks,
>Ed Hart
>(member of US X3L2 committee)
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$QQH[ %� (OHFWURQLF 0DLO IURP (&0$

)URP� YDQ GHQ %HOG -DQ

6HQW� �� )HEUXDU\� ���� �����
7R� +DUW� (GZLQ )�
&F� %UR[QHU 0RQL
6XEMHFW� 5(� 2&5�% UHIHUHQFH GUDZLQJV

'HDU 0U�+DUW�

2Q EHKDOI RI (&0$ , FDQ RQO\ VWDWH WKDW ZH KDYH �JRW EDFN� WKH VHW RI RULJLQDO
GUDZLQJV� EXW WKDW ZH GRQ¶W KDYH DQ\ VSDUHV RU FRSLHV LQ VWRFN� :H DOVR GRQ¶W KDYH D
VXSSOLHU DQ\PRUH WR PDNH FRSLHV LI VR UHTXLUHG�

7KHUHIRUH� (&0$ LV PRUH RU OHVV LQ WKH VDPH SRVLWLRQ DV 1,67� , ZRXOG OLNH WR NQRZ
ZKDW WR GR ZLWK WKH RULJLQDO GUDZLQJV� ,I 6&� FRXOG DVVLJQ DQRWKHU RUJDQL]DWLRQ WR
SUHVHUYH�PDLQWDLQ WKH VHW WKHQ WKDW ZRXOG EH KLJKO\ DSSUHFLDWHG� &RXOG LW EH D
VXJJHVWLRQ WR SXW WKH VHW LQ WKH 6&� DUFKLYH"

/RRNLQJ IRUZDUG WR \RXU UHVSRQVH�

.LQG UHJDUGV�

-DQ YDQ GHQ %HOG

-DQ :� YDQ GHQ %HOG ��� (&0$ 6HFUHWDU\ *HQHUDO
7HO��)D[� � �� �� ��� ���� � ����
���� 5XH GX 5K{QH ��� &+����� *(1(9$ ��� 6ZLW]HUODQG
(&0$ � $Q ,QWHUQDWLRQDO (XURSH�EDVHG ,QGXVWU\ $VVRFLDWLRQ IRU

6WDQGDUGL]LQJ ,QIRUPDWLRQ DQG &RPPXQLFDWLRQ 6\VWHPV
!����������

)URP� +DUW� (GZLQ )�(UURU� %RRNPDUN QRW GHILQHG�
6HQW� OXQGL� ��� IpYULHU ���� �����
7R� YDQ GHQ %HOG -DQ
&F�+RJDQ 0�'�
6XEMHFW� 2&5�% UHIHUHQFH GUDZLQJV

>>
>>DDeeaarr  MMrr..  vvaann  ddeenn  BBeelldd,,
>>
>>TThhee  UUSS  NNIISSTT  ((ffoorrmmeerrllyy  NNBBSS))  iiss  nnoo  lloonnggeerr  sseell ll iinngg  tthhee  OOCCRR--BB  rreeffeerreennccee
>>ddrraawwiinnggss  bbuutt  hhaass  aa  ffeeww  ccooppiieess  ssttii ll ll   iinn  ssttoocckk..    OOnn  bbeehhaall ff   ooff   NNIISSTT,,  tthhee  UUSS
>>wwii ll ll   bbee  aasskkiinngg  SSCC  22  ttoo  ddeecciiddee  wwhhaatt  ttoo  ddoo  wwii tthh  tthhee  rreemmaaiinniinngg  ccooppiieess..
>>AAssssuummiinngg  EECCMMAA  wwii ll ll   ssttii ll ll   bbee  ddiissttrriibbuuttiinngg  tthhee  OOCCRR--BB  rreeffeerreennccee  ddrraawwiinnggss,,
>>wwoouulldd  EECCMMAA  wwaanntt  tthhee  NNIISSTT  ccooppiieess??    II  wwoouulldd  ppllaann  ttoo  pprroovviiddee  yyoouurr  rreessppoonnssee
>>aass  iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn  ttoo  SSCC  22..
>>
>>TThhaannkkss  aanndd  bbeesstt  rreeggaarrddss,,
>>EEdd  HHaarrtt


